Rescheduling of combination hydrocodone products: problems for long-term care practitioners.
The Drug Enforcement Administration recently announced the final rule to reschedule hydrocodone combinations from schedule III of the Controlled Substances Act to the more restrictive schedule II category. This regulatory change will have broad operational implications for practitioners serving the health care needs of long-term care residents. Stakeholders will need to work collectively to identify possible efficiencies to counter some of the anticipated costs as well as its effect on patient care.